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NEW

Masterpieces, Music, and Mingling
Over 70 artists from five states will pack downtown 
Decatur’s Central Park, Saturday and Sunday, Sep-
tember 16 and 17, offering area residents a range 
of masterpieces from watercolors to sculpture.

The 55th annual Arts In Central Park juried arts fair 
kicks off with a preview party on Friday, September 
15, from 5 to 7 p.m., with food and musical enter-
tainment. Come and enjoy the opportunity to see 
and purchase that special piece of art first.

The park brims with art on Saturday, September 16, 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday from 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.  In addition to watercolor, oil, 
photography, blown glass, pottery, wood, 
jewelry, metal sculptures, and fiber, Arts 
In Central Park features kids “hands on” 
art activities, face painting, and a carica-
ture artist.  An ArtShop for kids is located 
in the Madden Arts Center’s Anne Lloyd 
Gallery where kids 12 and under can shop 
for items made by participating artists 
and priced $5 and under.  

The “spice” of Arts in Central Park lies in the 
event’s variety with each year combining new 
talent and familiar favorites.
\

Arts in Central Park is presented by Decatur 
Area Arts Council in collaboration with Gallery 
510 and is sponsored by the Amherst Hardy 
Foundation and the John Ullrich Foundation. 

Preview Party
Fri., Sept. 15 
5-7 p.m.

AICP hours:
Sat., Sept. 16 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sun., Sept. 17 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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After 
the past 
success 
of their 
own Fall 
fund-
raising 
events, 
MRI (Macon Resources, Inc.) and 
the Decatur Area Arts Council are 
teaming up to bring an unparal-
leled selection of craft beers to 
the area. The 2017 Decatur Craft 
Beer Festival will be held on Satur-
day, September 30, 1-5 pm, in the 
street in front of the Madden Arts 
Center (like Brew Ha Ha). It will 
feature over 80 different beers 
and ciders. Tickets are $25 for ad-
mission, eight drink samples, and 
a commemorative tasting glass. 
 Local food trucks will also be on 
hand, offering a variety of food 
for purchase. 

Also, VIP event will be held on 
Friday evening, September 29, 
showcasing a rare selection of 
beers and bourbons, paired with 
delicious cuisine. VIP tickets are 
$100 and include both the Friday 
and Saturday events.

All tickets on sale August 7.
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thebeat goes on}
OUR MISSION:
Introduce and promote 
the arts, enhance arts 
educational opportunities, 
and increase the impact of 
and access to the arts to 
improve the quality of life 
in the community.

So Many Ways to Support DAAC
Become a member!  Complete and return the 
membership form on the back of this ARTSbeat, or 
grab your plastic money and call 217-423-3189 or go 
to www.decaturarts.org/support-arts.

Give a gift of appreciated assets or  
provide a bequest in your will or estate 
plans. Check the “contact me” box on the member-
ship form or call Jerry Johnson. 

Sponsor a program! You, a group of friends, 
or your business can help bring great programs to 
life, such as gallery exhibits, public art projects, art 
classes, events, and community art-making events.

Make a major gift to support specific pro-
grams and needs for DAAC. 

Arts Beat is published quarterly by the Decatur Area Arts Council.
217-423-3189 • 217-423-3194 (fax) • www.decaturarts.org • arts4all@decaturarts.org

Sponsored in part by a 
grant from the Illinois 
Arts Council Agency.

Thank You from Stella
The time has come to start my 
retirement or, as I like to say, “the 
next phase of my life.”  The big-
gest of thank yous to all of you. 
Your best wishes, gifts, stories, and 
friendship are things I will treasure 
forever. I have certainly had a good 
time along the way and worked 
with many wonderful people from 
employees to volunteers and ev-
eryone in between.  My “bus trip 
friends” are very dear to my heart.  After all, I had their 
utmost attention for 2 and ½ hours each way.

But, I leave you with a great replacement!  Kim Fouse 
is returning to the Decatur Area Arts Council.  Yes, re-
turning!  She was the Program Director when I came to 
the Arts Council for a part-time clerical position. Due to 
circumstances beyond her control, she had to leave her 
job early.  I feel like I’ve been holding this job for her until 
she could come back.  I’m glad she waited twenty years 
or I wouldn’t have wanted to leave.  It’s a good feeling to 
leave this job in her very capable hands.

I look forward to seeing many of you at Arts Council pro-
grams. Only this time, I will be one of the volunteers.

Welcome, Kim Fouse
Stella is so excited that 
Kim has been chosen 
as the one to take her 
seat. Stella and Kim have 
been friends for over 20 
years, since they worked 
together at the Decatur 
Area Arts Council.  Kim 
worked at the Arts Coun-
cil from 1994 to 1997.  
It’s been 20 years since 

she’s worked here, but her enthusiasm for the 
mission of the Arts Council hasn’t waned. 

Kim has a Master’s degree in Community Arts 
Management from Sangamon State University 
with a certificate in the management of non-
profit organizations and a Bachelor’s degree 
from Millikin University in Music Business.  She 
comes to us qualified, experienced, and excited 
to step back into the business of the Arts Coun-
cil.  Kim is married to Jim Fouse and they have 
two sons, Adam and Isaac. 
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• Decatur Earthmover Credit Union
• First Mid-Illinois Bank & Trust
• Jimmy John’s
• Land of Lincoln Credit Union
• Maverik Marketing
• Millikin University
• Parke Warehouses
• Tony and Tami Romano
• Skeff Distributing

All those who donated wonderful  
items to the silent auction.

and our great  
restaurants and  
beverage 
distributors!

Sponsors

Alan & Beth Frigy

Save the date for next year!
Thursday, April 19, 2018

Special thanks to all who helped 
make Corks & Forks a success!

Peggy Madden and Dick Phillips 

Theatre Bus Trips Anyone?
Bus trips are being planned to The Fabulous Fox theatre 
for the 2017-18 season. Although the dates and times 
have not been confirmed, here are the shows that are 
being planned and the dates they will be performed.

•	The	Bodyguard – October 3-15 
•	Straight	No	Chaser – Friday, November 24, 2017 

This is only a one-time performance at 8 pm with din-
ner before the show. 
•	On	your	Feet – November 7-19
•	The	King	and	I	– November 28-December 10
•	School	of	Rock – January 16-28
•	Chicago – March 2-4
•	Hamilton – April 3-22 

The Fox is still unsure whether Hamilton will be open to 
groups, however DAAC will be one of the few that will 
be offered this opportunity should it arise.

Due to the popularity of Fox season ticket sales, there 
is a possibility that our usual matinee seating will not 
be available. However, those seats may be available for 
a Tuesday or Wednesday evening show. If we choose 
the evening performance, we would have dinner prior 
to the show. We would arrive back in Decatur around 
midnight.

The Phantom	of	the	Opera,	Cinderella and The	Book	of	
Mormon are being considered for the spring.  

Watch our Facebook page, your mailbox, or your 
email for further information.

Oh, the Art I’ve Seen
Presented	by	Jami	Fawley,	Artist	&	DAAC	Instructor
 

Wed., Aug. 16, 2017 - 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Take a “virtual tour” of the highlights of Fawley’s 
visits through some of America’s finest art muse-
ums.

To	reserve	your	spot,	call	217-423-3189	or	email		
arts4all@decaturarts.org.

FREE for members and guests

members+
ENR ICHING YOUR ARTS  EXPER IE N C E S
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anne lloyd gallery exhibitions

CHINA: SYMBOlS & MOTIFS
Exhibit open through July 27
                                              

DAAC celebrates the 
traditional and con-
temporary culture 
of China through 
paintings, sculptures, 
ceramics, clothing, 
artifacts and more.

Gallery Walk 
July 7, 5-7:30 pm
• Featured artists: 

Musicians:  Jas-
mine Field Or-
chestra Ensemble 
Calligraphy Demo:  Xin Zhao (Water)

• Gallery 510 featured artist:  Greg Fombelle, photography
• Blue Connection will be closed.

INNER MAPS: TExTIlE ART  
OF lISA NElSON RAABE
August 3-29
Lisa Nelson 
Raabe chan-
nels her 
inspiration 
from travels 
to India into 
beautiful 
textiles that 
honor wom-
en’s work 
with needle 
and thread:  
sewing, 
beading, 
embroidery.  
Her work reflects a fascination with geomet-
rics, mandalas, interlaced Islamic patterning, 
the architecture of sacred spaces, domes, 
arches and ornamented arabesques.  Often 
beginning with a vintage textile, she layers 
hand stitches, digitized machine work and 
layers of fabrics.  The results shimmer!

A Peoria artist and yoga therapist, Raabe 
has worked in textile art for more than thirty 
years.  She graduated from the School of 
the Art Institute in Chicago and completed a 
masters degree in Art Education/Art Therapy 
at ISU.  She is currently active with the Con-
temporary Art Center in Peoria.

Gallery Walk 
Aug. 11, 5-7:30 pm
• Anne Lloyd Gallery 
featured musician:  Kris-

tin Nelson, singer/songwriter
• Gallery 510 featured artist:  Jim Hill, pho-

tography
• Blue Connection will be closed.

The CHINA: Symbols & Motifs, A Chinese Art Journey 
exhibit and opening event were made possible through 
generous support from: 

• Duane and Joan Avis
• Brinkoetter & Assoc. Realtors
• Decatur Blueprint 
• Earthmover Credit Union
• Larry DeLong
• Alan and Beth Frigy
• Ardith Hubbard
• Larcher Family
• Marilynn Madden
• Ken and Betty Moser 
• Nims Foundation
• Doug and Peg Schmalz
• Wegi Stewart
• Sharon and Herb Thompson

SPONSOR:   
Tate & lyle
Special thanks to Dr. 
Ian Wang and the US-
China Cultural Arts 
Exchange Association 
for collaborating on 
the project and to all 
of the collectors who 
loaned their treasures 
from China. 
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FACE TO FACE: ART BY GENE TANTA
September 1-28
A relative newcomer to Decatur, Gene 
Tanta grew up in Romania and moved 
to Chicago in 1984.  As a young 
person, poetry and visual art split 
his attention, and even in his current 
work there is a merger of images and 
text. This exhibit is a testimony to his 
longtime interest in heads, combin-
ing earlier work with his more recent 
silhouetted portraits of assassinated 
historical figures. In each portrait – 
MLK, Emma Goldman, John Lennon, 
and others – the faces and four-letter 
stenciled words bleed into one an-
other, leaving it up to the viewer to interpret, to reflect. As an 
artist, Tanta challenges us to think about how these faces of the 
past have led us to the present, to consider how we mourn them 
and to understand their significance. His use of food dyes to satu-
rate the paper more translucently adds a unique effect within his 
mixed media treatment of the subjects.

While Tanta’s advanced degrees are in poetry, he filled his elec-
tives with visual art classes. Tanta came to Decatur with his wife 

Face To Face
Presented	by	Gene	Tanta,		
Artist	exhibiting	in	Anne	
Lloyd	Gallery	and	Millikin		
University	instructor
 

Wed., Sept. 6, 2017 
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Reflect on the art work dis-
played in the Anne Lloyd Gal-
lery. Discuss the significance 
of the individuals, as well as 
how the artistic treatment af-
fects our reflections.

To	reserve	your	spot,	call		
217-423-3189	or	email		
arts4all@decaturarts.org.

FREE for members and guests

members+
ENR ICHING YOUR  

ARTS  EXPER IE N C E S

CAllING All ARTISTS! 
Contact us for an application to 
show and sell your work in the Xmas 
ARTicles holiday shop.  Call 423-
3189 or email sue@decaturarts.
org.  The 2017 Xmas ARTicles grand 
opening will be on Friday, Decem-
ber 1 with a holiday open house on 
Wednesday, December 6 during the 
downtown Christmas Walk.

2017

Mark your calendar to learn 
more about the future of the 

Decatur Area Arts Council.

DAAC  
ANNUAl MEETING

(Open to the public)

Monday, August 28
5:30 p.m.

Anne lloyd Gallery

Mirela who is an assistant 
professor of Art History at 
Millikin University.  A pub-
lished poet, he teaches for the 
Millikin English department.

Gallery Walk 
Sept. 1, 5-7:30 pm
• Enter “Best 

Title” con-
test to win 
this paint-
ing by artist 
Gene Tanta

• Gallery 510 
featured 
artist: Leta 
Burch, painting

• Blue Connection:  Madi-
son Ciaccio, Mixed-media 
figures; Final exhibit of her 
Robert Crowder Artist-in-
Residency.
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Announcing the Performing Arts Series for Students 
(PASS) program for 2017/18.  This program is pre-
sented by the Decatur Area Arts Council, designed 
for kids preschool through 6th grade, and marketed 
through the schools.  Study guides are provided for 
each show.   

Please contact your school if you are interested in 
attending or call the DAAC office at 217-423-3189.  
Thursday, Sept. 7 at 8 am is the first date reser-
vations will be taken. 

• Biscuit – Wed., Oct. 25, 2017 
Based on the I	Can	Read	–	Biscuit series for pre-k–
1st, ArtsPower’s musical features a small yellow 
dog named Biscuit. 

• 50 States in 60 Minutes – Tues., Nov. 7, 2017 
Hold on to your hats for a breakneck tour of 500 
years of American history in this fast, funny and 
informative – tour de farce!

• The Tailor of Gloucester - Tues., Dec. 12, 2017 
Virginia Repertory Theatre’s adaptation of this 
Christmas classic is particularly suited to children.

• Mark Nizer–Magician - Thurs., Jan. 25, 2018 
Making the impossible possible and the improb-
able probable, this one man show combines com-
edy, juggling, music and technology.

• Solve It Cyrus - Tues., Feb. 6, 2018 
Students and teachers alike will learn what makes 
math fun in this delightfully charming musical 
adventure. 

• Chocolate Milk Por Favor - Tues., March 20, 2018 
When the new kid at their school doesn’t speak 
any English, students learn a powerful lesson in 
this musical where differences are celebrated.

• The Interactive Orchestra - Tues., April 24, 2018 
See what it feels like to play in a large, finely-
tuned ensemble using cutting-edge, multimedia 
technology.  

Thank you to our sponsors; Amherst Hardy Foun-
dation, John Ullrich Foundation, Homefield Energy, 
Tate & Lyle North America, Inc., Kirkland Fine Arts 
Center, Illinois Arts Council Agency

Summer 2017 Classes
Register online at www.decaturarts.org 
or call 217-423-3189.

Art Camps
• Art with the Masters Camp (ages 5-12) 

July 10-14
• Jackson Pollock, Action Painting
• Alexander Calder, Mobiles and Stabiles
• Janet O’Neal, Mixed Media Abstracts
• Deborah Butterfield, Horse Sculptures
• George Seurat, Pointillism Dot Paintings

Saturday and afternoon classes 
(Ages 8-adult)
• Tropical landscape Painting - July 1
• Chinese Art Workshop - July 15
• Ed’s Anime and Manga Workshop -  

July 29
• Gelli Printing Mixed Media Houses -  

August 5

Cocktails and Creations (Adults only)
• Sushi Making and Kokeshi Bookmarks - 

July 6
• Tropical Beach Painting - July 20

Free Senior Classes (Ages 55 and up)
• Rex Ray Mixed Media Collage - July 11
• Clay Aztec Animals - July 18
• Janet O’Neal Painting - July 25
• Chinese Paper Cuts - August 1

We will annouce our Fall art class sched-
ule later this summer. Watch our emails, 
website, and Facebook page.
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newsbeat what’s happening on the local arts scene

An Easy Way to  
Support the Arts
If you’re a Kroger shopper, every time you scan your 
Kroger 
Plus card 
3% of 
your pur-
chase can 
benefit the Decatur Area Arts Council.
Registering is easy AND Kroger Community Rewards 
does NOT take away from your fuel points.
• Go to krogercommunityrewards.com
• Sign In or Create an Account
• Click on the Community tab
• Select Kroger Community Rewards
• Click View Your Rewards Details
• Scroll down to Community Rewards
• Click Edit
• Enter “Decatur Area Arts Council”

Alex Berry
Claudette Davis
Marilyn Davis
Peggy Madden

board of directors

Ngozi Onuora
Chris Phillips
Lyle Salmi
Michael Sexton

Kyle Wiese
Vicki Wrigley
Andrew Young

Jerry Johnson Executive	Director
Kim Fouse Administrative	Director
Sue Powell Gallery	Director
Jenny Cowgill Arts	Education	Coordinator
Peggy Baity Administrative	Assistant
Gwen Montgomery Administrative	Assistant

Wes Shade President
Trisha Erickson Vice President
Jillian Devereux-Peters Secretary
Lance Gauble Treasurer
Dr. Alan Frigy Past President
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DAAC on Facebook
Join us at www.facebook.com/decaturarts 
and receive up-to-the-minute news and 
fun photos of arts around our community.

artscouncil
DAAC Grants Support 
Community Arts
DAAC is proud to announce the following recipients 
of the latest grants for arts programming.  

• Dennis Lab School – The experience of a nonprofit 
business through Exploratory Learning Project.

• Church of the Living God – Creative Art Block 
Party.

• African-American Genealogical Society – 100th 
birthday celebration of Gwendolyn Brooks.

• Garfield Montessori – Private piano lessons to 
Garfield students.

• Youth with a Positive Direction – Summer dance 
camp.

• Mt. Zion District Library – Visual art classes.
• Old King’s Orchard – Art classes twice monthly, 

September through December.
• BabyTALK – Children’s music festival in Central 

Park on August 26, 2017.
• Boys and Girls Club – Visual art classes in July.
• Decatur Family YMCA – Kids and local artist paint 

a “Buddy Bench” to place at Camp Sokkia.

The DAAC grant program supports and promotes 
arts events and creative arts learning experiences 
where the arts are the main focus.  If you are a 
non-profit organization, school, church or munici-
pality, you are eligible to apply. Grant deadlines are 
October 2, February 1, and May 1. 

Check out the application and guidelines online 
at www.decaturarts.org or give us a call at 217-
423-3189.

This program is funded through the National En-
dowment for the Arts, Tate & Lyle, the Illinois Arts 
Council Agency, and generous local donors like you.

Get Your Newsletter 
Via Email
To save paper, printing, and postage, DAAC 
would like to email the ARTSbeat newsletter 
to you.  If you aren’t sure if we currently have 
your email address, please send us a note at 
arts4all@decaturarts.org.

@decaturarts.org



Our programs are colorful:
Decatur Area Arts Council
coordinates and promotes a
broad range of arts activities
for Macon County,
Assumption, Clinton,
Moweaqua, Pana, and
Taylorville, IL.

Madden Arts Center
M-F 8:30-4:30 Sat 10-2

125 N. Water St.   Decatur, IL 62523

Return Service Requested

o I have enclosed a check made out to the Decatur Area Arts Council.

o Please charge my credit card 

No.___________________________________________  Exp. ____________

Signature ___________________________________________  CVC_______

o I am including my company’s matching gift form.

o Please contact me about providing for the arts in my will or estate plan.

o Please contact me with information about making a gift of  
appreciated stock.

o I have included DAAC in my estate plans.

o Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

MEMBER BENEFITS Class/ 
Program  
Discount

Newsletter & 
Special Event 

Invitations

Free
Member-Only 

Programs
Free  

Classes
Room Rental 

DiscountChoose your membership level

Individual $35 * * *

Family $50 * * *

Patron $100 * * * One/year

Contributor $250 * * * Two/year 20%

Sustainer $500 * * * Three/year 35%

Investor $1000+ * * * Four/year 50%


